Redeeming the Time
Ponder: Making the most of your time
Scripture: “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time” (Colossians 4:5 NKJV).
Time flies, doesn’t it? We must make the most of it, for time is one commodity which cannot be regained once it is used. Unfortunately, we cannot recycle wasted time!
Paul wrote: “See, then, that you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:15, 16). The days have not become less evil since Paul wrote that text 1900+ years ago. Satan is still the “prince of this world” (John 14:30). Christians must take advantage of every minute to serve the Lord and fight against Satan.
Colossians 4:5 words it differently – “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.” Paul’s primary concern, then, is how we behave toward those who are outside of Christ. We are to walk circumspectly (in wisdom); that is, we are to be discreet, realizing that our conduct has a direct effect on others. Our example may draw someone to Christ, or drive him away. A soul is too precious to squander for a moment’s reckless behavior.
Are you redeeming the time? How have you used the first three quarters of this year? How will you use the remaining quarter? If you haven’t obeyed the gospel, “now is the accepted time” (2 Corinthians 6:2). If you are a Christian, use your time wisely! Spend it on things that truly matter. Your children need not only quality time, but quantity time from you. Time spent talking to others about the Lord is surely time well-used.
And let us not forsake “the assembling of ourselves together” (Hebrews 10:25). Yes, meeting with fellow-believers takes time, but what glorious times they are!
Take time each day to read God’s word and to pray. In the words of the great old hymn, “Take time to be holy.” You have the exact same amount of time as every other living person. Make the most of it!
Song: “Work, For The Night Is Coming”
Prayer: Father, we thank You for every moment of time you grant to us. Help us, we pray, to realize that our time is limited at best. So please help us to use every moment wisely as we strive to serve You faithfully. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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