Review Questions (Lesson #13)
Answer T for true, F for false
1. Becoming circumcised obligated one to keep every requirement of the Law of

Moses.
2. As long as we have faith, works are not necessary.

3. Being circumcised as a matter of national custom was still sinful.

4. It is not possible for one who is saved to fall from grace.
5. The Law of Moses could not provide freedom from the bondage of sin.

Give short answers:
Why did Paul have Timothy circumcised?

2. What happened to the Galatians who tried to be justified by the Law?

3. What is the right motive for a faith that is working?

4. Rather than return to bondage, what did Paul urge the Galatians to do?

5. What did the Judaizers teach about circumcision?

Kill in the blanks:

Our is based on the fact that we are by 3
_not by
2. Peter called the Law “a . . . which neither our nor
were able to ”
3. Trying to be (made with ) by being
and keeping the will
4. Being in order to be was a of
the ;
5. Paul not only indicates that it is foroneto  from
, he states emphatically that some of the
had done so.

© 2019 Joe Slater ; Scripture citations from the New King James Version,, © 1992 Thos. Nelson, Inc.

Galatians: Guarding the Gospel of Grace
Lesson #13 Liberty or Legalism? (Galatians 5:1-6)

Imagine a prison inmate who is released, spends a few days in
freedom, and then reoffends and returns to prison. Or think of a slave who
is set free when a total stranger pays for his liberation. But the freed slave
goes back and subjects himself to his old master. In both cases our heart
breaks and we ask, “Why would he do that?” Such examples give us some
idea of what Paul was up against as he wrote Galatians. Having made
several arguments regarding the Law and the Gospel, Paul now returns to
his main theme, exhorting the Christians not to return to the Law of Moses,
but to stay with the Gospel of Christ. He warns them what it will mean if
they continue on their present course, and urges them to stay true to what
he had taught them.

- By returning to the Law, they were entangling themselves again in a
yoke of bondage (5:1). In Acts 15:10, Peter called the Law “a yoke . . . which
neither our fathers nor we were able to bear.” By obeying the Gospel and
becoming Christians, the Jews were acknowledging that they could not be
saved by Mosaic Law-keeping. Here in Galatians, Paul had just finished
showing how being under the Law was a type of bondage (see 3:23-24 & 4:1;
also see the allegory of Hagar and Isaac in lesson 12). Returning to the Law,
then, was as foolish as a released inmate deliberately going back to prison,
or a freed slave willingly subjecting himself to his old master.

The Judaizers strenuously insisted that Gentile converts to Christ
undergo circumcision as well as keeping other aspects of the Law. But Paul
wrote in Galatians 5:2, “if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you
nothing.” He referred, of course, to being circumecised in order to be saved
(compare Acts 15:1). Motive was everything! Being circumcised in order to
be saved was a denial of the Gospel. By contrast, circumcision as a matter of
national custom was harmless. Paul himself had Timothy circumcised, not
because Timothy needed it in order to be right with God, but so that
Timothy could evangelize effectively among Jews. Timothy was half Jew,
half Gentile — his circumcision was in keeping with his Jewish heritage, but
had nothing to do with salvation. The Judaizers, however, claimed that it
was necessary for salvation, and in so doing turned their backs on Christ
and His gospel.

Treating circumcision as a condition of salvation obligated them to
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