Review Questions (Lesson #14)
Answer T for true, F for false
___ 1. Every Christian in Galatia had accepted the Judaizers’ false doctrines.
___ 2. Some Judaizers claimed that Paul taught the same thing they did.
__ 3. If we just ignore false teaching, it will go away.
4. What you teach has no bearing on your salvation.
5. Accepting the false teaching of the Judaizers ruined the Galatians’ good start.

Give short answers:
1. Briefly tell what it means that the Judaizers “troubled” the Christians:

2. Briefly discuss how error spreads:

3. What issues do we face today that are different from the problems the Galatians dealt
with?

4. In contrast to the Judaizers troubling the Christians, what does Jesus do?

5. How is obedience an ongoing process?

Fill in the blanks:

1. Merely that the apostles a certain thing or
a certain practice doesn’t make it so.
2z " has to do with actions taken to prevent such as burning

or setting up
3. Paul wished that the

anyway),
would just go ahead and become . Then everyone

(who had fallen away from

could
see clearly that they had no whatever with
4. Paul warned young to take heed to and his
in order to save both and his

5. Members of Christ’s would be spending much &

refuting the of the & trying to the
situation.
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: Galatians: Guarding the Gospel o f Grace
Lesson #14 Beware of False Teachers (Galatians 5:7-12)

Jesus warned, “Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves” (Matthew 7:15). By the
time Paul wrote to the Galatian churches, false teachers were luring Chris- -
tians back under the Law. Paul spent several chapters explaining why they
must stay with the Gospel. In Galatians 5:7-12 he expressed his frustration
and disappointment over what had happened, and urged them to do better.

First, however, he gave credit where credit was due: “You ran
well” (5:7). In their conversion and early lives as Christians, the Galatians
had made good progress. Using Paul’s analogy of a race, they had come off
the starting blocks well, and their first few laps around the track had been
admirable. A good beginning, however, doesn’t guarantee success. Remem-
ber the tortoise and the hare! In the case of the Galatians, false doctrine
ruined a good start. The same thing can still happen today! Every Christian
must realize that obedience to the gospel is the beginning of the race, not
the finish line. We must keep running all the way to the end, staying true to
the word of God (2 Timothy 4:7).

Though the Galatians had started well, they were now hindered from
obeying the truth (Galatians 5:7). Obedience is an ongoing process, not a one
-time event. However, since truth and error are like oil and water (they
don’t mix!), false doctrine hinders those who accept it from obeying the
truth. “Hinder” has to do with actions taken to prevent progress, such as
burning bridges or setting up roadblocks. Paul was asking, in effect, “Who
blocked your way or tore up your road toward Heaven?” Certainly Paul had
not done so, nor had the Lord — “This persuasion does not come from Him
who calls you” (v. 8). Since it wasn’t from the Lord, one can only conclude it
was from the evil one!

Not every Christian in the Galatian churches was following the
Judaizers’ path. Nevertheless, Paul understood it was 1mperative to stop the
influence of the Judaizers decisively and immediately. “A little leaven
leavens the whole lump” (5:9). Just as yeast permeates the entire batch of
bread dough, so sin, if permitted to go unchallenged, will spread throughout
the church. This holds true not only in regard to false doctrine, but cases of
sinful behavior such as immorality (see 1 Corinthians 5:6). Confronting
error and sin may be unpleasant, but how much worse is it to allow them to
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