Review Questions (Lesson #15)
Answer T for true, F for false
_____ 1. Love is the exact opposite of selfishness.
____ 2. Biblical liberty is a total absence of restraint.
3. “Flesh” as used in Galatians 5:13 refers to various parts of the physical body.
__ 4. God calls us through the gospel.
5. There is a constant tension between our flesh and our spirit.

Give short answers: :
1. If God had no requirements for people in the New Testament age, what two things

would be impossible for us to do?

2. From what two things are we free in Christ?
3. Briefly explain what Paul was talking about when he wrote that the law was fulfilled

in one word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself:

4. Contrast the primary concern of the Law of Moses and the main focus of the New

Testament:
5. What is the likely reason the Galatians were “biting and devouring” each other?

Fill in the blanks:

1. We are not to misconstrue Christian asa
for and

2. A selfish person’s motives spring from “ .” Lovingly

each other, however, concentrates on the of , not

the of .
3. Here in Galatians, as in , Paul took pains to emphasize that

does not mean : does not permit
behavior.

4. Someone focused on self- will gratify his

in any convenient way, many of which will be

& even

5. When you have subjected your
by His

to God’s Spirit, you do not feel
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Galatians: Guarding the Gospel of Grace
Lesson #15 Liberty or License? (Galatians 5:13-18)

Freedom. Liberty. Those noble words denote cherished concepts, both
politically and spiritually. Patrick Henry declared, “Give me liberty or give
me death!” But even that heroic patriot recognized that liberty is not
absolute. Anarchy is not freedom! Living in a free country doesn’t mean you
can just do whatever you please. Neither does liberty in Christ mean we
may live and worship (or not worship) however we please. Here in Galatians,
as in Romans, Paul took pains to emphasize that liberty does not mean
license; grace does not permit gross behavior.

The Judaizers were pressuring the Galatians to return to bondage
under the Law of Moges. Paul urged the brethren not to surrender: “For you,
brethren, have been called to liberty” (Galatians 5:13a). The Lord called us
through the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14). Christ’s gospel does not call us to
the bondage of the Law, but to liberty in Christ. In Galatians 5:1 he had
exhorted them to “stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has
made us free.” That liberty included freedom from the slavery of sin (see
John 8:32-36). When one obeys the gospel, he no longer serves sin, but
righteousness (see Romans 6:17-18). But more to the point in Galatians,
liberty means freedom from the bondage of the Law (see Galatians 3:22-23,
comments in lesson #8).

Liberty absolutely does not mean a total absence of restraint. “Only do
not use your liberty as an opportunity for the flesh” (Galatians 5:13b). Paul’s
word “opportunity” is a military term for a base of operations. We are not to
misconstrue Christian liberty as a launching pad for immorality and vice.

Flesh, as used in 5:13, refers not to the elements that comprise our
physical body, but to the whole person given over to satisfying selfish
desires. Some such behaviors relate directly to the physical body, but others
(such as jealousies and outbursts of wrath, v. 20) do not. Someone focused on
self-satisfaction will gratify his appetites in any convenient way, many of
which will be sinful and even immoral. But, as Paul wrote elsewhere, “God
did not call us fo uncleanness, but in holiness” (1 Thessalonians 4:7). Peter
concurs that.we are free, but must not use our liberty “as a cloak for vice”

(1 Peter 2:186).

Question: If liberty is not to be misused as an opportunity for the

flesh, then what does God want us to do with it? Answer: “But through love
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