Review Questions (Lesson #19)
Answer T for true, F for false
L. Everyone should decide for themselves what is good and what is bad.

2. Jesus demonstrated meekness by submitting Himself to the Father’s will.

3. As long as we are faithful to the Lord in major things, the small things don’t
matter.
4. Self-control pertains more to our strengths than to our weaknesses.

5. Spiritual life comes when our spirit trusts and obeys Jesus.

Give short answers:
1. Briefly, what is “goodness™?

2. What does it mean to be “faithful unto death” (Revelation 2:10)?

3. When people in New Testament times used the word “self-control,” they were
usually referring to what three things?

4. What are some good synonyms for “faithful”?

5. Of what things did Jesus’ enemies falsely accuse Iim?

Fill in the blanks:
1. As Paul reasoned about Z - , and the
to come, Felix was afraid.
2. *Woe to those who are in their own , and in
theirown ‘
3. The man of was with Christ at
4. The new in is incompatible with the
and of the
5. For I have come down from nottodo will, but the
of who Me.
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Galatians: Guarding the Gospel of Grace
Lesson #19 The Fruit of the Spirit, #2 (Galatians 5:22-26)

What do you want engraved on your tombstone? Unless Jesus returns
first, one day you will die. Other than your name and dates of birth and
death, what words would you like to have on the stone marking your grave? If
Barnabas had a gravestone, we might expect it to say: “He was a good man,
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith” (Acts 11:24). We're glad that Jesus doesn’t
have a gravestone since God raised Him from the dead. But what better
words could anyone want than those that were written of Jesus: “He went
about doing good” (Acts 10:38)?

Paul listed “goodness” as the sixth of nine manifestations of “the fruit
of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22-26). Goodness may be defined with synonyms
such as excellence and worthiness. Another useful definition is moral
uprightness. Goodness, then, is the opposite of wuncleanness and
licentiousness/lewdness (works of the flesh).

Let us emphasize clearly and carefully that God determines what is
good. We might think we are qualified to judge that for ourselves, but we
have no basis for that decision except worldly wisdom. May we heed the word
of the Lord through the prophet Isaiah: “Woe to those who call evil good, and
good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter
for sweet, and sweet for bitter. Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes,
and prudent in their own sight” (5:20-21). Modern society celebrates things
God’s word calls detestable. Let us, by contrast, listen to God’s grace, which
teaches us that, “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age” (Titus 2:11-12).

The next manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit is faithfulness
(Galatians 5:22). Literally, it is the word faith; but it is used in the sense of
faithfulness (i.e. trustworthiness, reliability). We see this same usage in
Romans 3:3 — “For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the
faithfulness (lit. “faith”) of God without effect?” Paul’s question deals not with
what God believes, but whether He is reliable and trustworthy (faithful).

God has always been faithful. Moses wrote, “Therefore know that the
Lord your God, He is the faithful God who keeps covenant . . .” (Deuteronomy
7:9). We need not wonder whether God will fulfill His promises. Isaiah
prophesied concerning Jesus saying, “Righteousness shall be the belt of His
loins, and faithfulness the belt of His waist” (11:5). Jesus proved Himself
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