Review Questions (Lesson #21)
Answer T for true, F for false
_ 1. The “Israel of God” today is the nation of Israel in the mid-east.
_ 2. Paul would not boast in matters of the flesh, but only in the cross of Christ.
___ 3. Even under the New Covenant fleshly circumcision is a command of God.
____ 4. A person becomes a new creature upon obedience to the gospel of Christ.

5. The Judaizers said circumcision was essential for salvation.
Give short answers:
1. How was the cross a stumbling block to unbelieving Jews?

2. What had Paul experienced that left “the marks of the Lord Jesus” on his body?

3. What is “this rule” (Galatians 6:16a)?

4. How did Paul now view the fleshly things that he had previously valued highly?
Why?

5. How did Paul and Barnabas deal with the Judaizers who came to Antioch? What was
the result at the meeting with the apostles and elders at Jerusalem?

Fill in the blanks:
I. The Judaizers knew that their unbelieving Jewish brethren would not persecute them

if the converts were circumcised and made to observe
. Such would deny the of the and make the
unnecessary.
2. “Heisnota who is one outwardly, nor is . that
which is in the ; but he is a Jew who is one .
and circumcision is that of the &
3. “Therefore we were with Him through into
, that just as Christ was from the by the
ofthe - , even so we also should in
of &
4. Though disappointed in the Galatians, Paul still recognized them as ,

them, and held out for them.
5. Therefore if anyone is in ,heisa
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Galatians: Guarding the Gospel of Grace
Lesson #21 Distinct Differences (Galatians 6:11-18)

Truth and error simply don’t mix. Paul has dealt at length with the er-
ror of the Judaizers as opposed to the truth of the gospel. As he closes
Galatians, re-emphasizes that the Judaizers were not merely putting some
harmless embellishments upon the gospel; they were replacing it with a
perverted system that would cause those embracing it to be lost eternally.

The differences between truth and error were so important that Paul
took the pen into his own hand to make certain everyone knew this letter was
genuine, not a forgery. “See with what large letters I have written to you with
my own hand!” (6:11). Ordinarily, Paul wrote a salutation (greeting) for each
letter in his own handwriting, which all who knew him would recognize (see
1 Corinthians 16:21 and 2 Thessalonians 3:17). Then a secretary did the bulk of
the writing as Paul dictated (see Romans 16:22, Tertius was the secretary).
Paul may have penned the entire letter to the Galatians personally, or he may
have written only these last verses himself.

Observe six distinctions between truth and error (between faithful
Christians like Paul and false teachers like the J udaizers). First, the Judaizers
were men-pleasers, whereas faithful Christians please God despite
persecution (6:12, 17). Why did the Judaizers insist that Gentile converts be
circumcised? “Only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of
Christ” (v. 12). To unbelieving Jews, the cross was a stumbling block (i.e. they
abhorred the idea of Messiah suffering and enduring such a shameful death,
see 1 Corinthians 1:23). The Judaizers knew that their unbelieving Jewish
brethren would not persecute them if the Gentile converts were circumcised
and made to observe Mosaic Law. Such would deny the power of the gospel
and make the cross unnecessary. Paul, on the other hand, had demonstrated
his willingness to suffer for Christ, and had the scars to prove it. “I bear in my
body the marks of the Lord Jesus” (v. 17).

Second, the Judaizers boasted in their converts’ flesh; but Paul and
other faithful Christians boasted in the cross of Christ (6:13-14). Fleshly
circumcision was part of the process by which a Gentile became a proselyte
Jew in subjection to Mosaic Law (Exodus 12:48). The Judaizers considered it
a feather in their cap to have a Gentile circumcised, and their unbelieving
Jewish brethren would certainly applaud them for it. Yet Paul said the false
teachers themselves didn’t keep the Law, despite their vain claims. Jesus
pointed out this same hypocrisy: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
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