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Review Questions (Lesson #5)
Answer T for true, F for false
1. Paul needed the Jerusalem apostles to tell him if his gospel was the right one.
2. Titus, a Greek Christian, accompanied Paul & Barnabas to serve as a test case.
3. The miracles God worked through Paul were the same as those He worked
through the other apostles.
4. Paul should have gone ahead and circumcised Titus to keep peace in the church.
5. The gospel for the Jews included circumcision, but the gospel for the Gentiles
didn’t.
Give short answers:
1. Into what “bondage” were the false teachers trying to bring the Christians?

2. What one thing did the Jerusalem apostles ask Paul to be sure to do?

3. Who were “those of reputation”?
4. If the Judaizers had been correct, what would the apostles have insisted regarding
Titus?
5. How did Paul & Barnabas react when the Judaizers came to Antioch and began
spreading their false doctrine? _

Fill in the blanks:

1. Paul also referred to “those of reputation” as “those who to be
and “those who to be

2. The Judaizers falsely taught the Christians that “unless you are

3

according to the custom of , you cannot be

3. Typical of false teachers, the Judaizers had into the
without announcing their true i to out the
of Christians (especially Christians) and bring them
into
4. The Jerusalem apostles added nothing to Paul. That is, they did not or
Paul’s in any way, nor did they any
upon him.
5. By clasping , they acknowledged that they were

in the same for the same

© 2019 Joe Slater ; Scripture citations from the New King James Version,, © 1992 Thos. Nelson, Inc.

Galatians: Guarding the Gospel of Grace
Lesson #5 Continued Defense of Paul’s Apostleship (Galatians 2:1-10)

In his letter to the churches of Galatia, Paul was compelled to defend
himself and his gospel against false teachers who claimed he was, at best, a
Johnny-come-lately mini-apostle with a hand-me-down gospel. By proving that
he was a genuine apostle appointed by Christ, Paul safeguarded the gospel
against the Judaizers who sought to corrupt it with their Jewish  legalism
(requiring Gentile converts to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses).

Fourteen years after his conversion, Paul “went up again to Jerusa-
lem” (2:1). He says “again” because eleven years earlier he had spent fifteen
days there (see 1:18). Acts 15 gives the details of the later visit. There, Paul and
Barnabas were working with the church in Antioch when false teachers from
Judea came “and taught the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to
the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved™ (Acts 15:1). The Antioch church
sent Paul, Barnabas, and some others to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem
about this question. One of the “others” was Titus, a Greek Christian who
served as a test case. If Titus had to be circumcised, then so would all other
Gentile Christian men; if not, then no others would either.

" Although the church at Antioch sent them, Paul said he went up “by
revelation” (Galatians 2:2). Just how the Holy Spirit revealed to Paul that he
was to go is not specified. In a similar case, the Holy Spirit instructed Peter to
go to Cornelius” house (Acts 10), yet the messengers from Cornelius also asked
Peter to come (vv. 20, 22). In both cases, there is no conflict between people ask-
ing them to go and God letting them know it is His will that they go.

Upon arrival in Jerusalem, Paul “communicated to them that gospel
which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who were of
reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in vain” (Galatians 2:2).
Who knows what lies the false teachers had told the apostles about Paul! There-
fore he laid out clearly what he taught. Paul knew what he taught was right. He
sought not to erase doubts in his own mind, but to assure the apostles and
elders that he taught the truth. Any misunderstanding could have discredited
him and thereby undermined his work.

“Those who were of reputation” would likely include the apostles and
the Jerusalem elders, especially James, the Lord’s brother. Paul also refers to
them as “those who seemed to be something” (v. 6), and those “who seemed to



