Review Questions (Lesson #6)

Answer T for true, F for false
1. Paul sinned by confronting Peter publicly rather than privately.

2. Barnabas was carried away with the hypocrisy of Peter and the Jews.
3. By becoming a Christian, Paul died to the Mosaic Law.
4. Truth is always consistent with itself.

5. Peter had always withheld full fellowship from Gentile Christians.

Give short answers:
1. What is “the” faith “of* Christ?

2. What had Peter learned in Acts 10 that should have kept him from the errors in this
lesson?

3. What argument had Peter himself used in Acts 15, which Paul uses against Peter?

4. Briefly tell what it means to “die to the Law”:

5. In what way did the circumecision party set aside God’s grace?

¥ill in the blanks:

1. If Christ could not really as He had promised, then He was a

of for teaching them to the of
2. Besides being and , Peter’s
behavior was a in the to Christ’s
3. The could not give Paul spiritual ; only by to the Law
could he gain through Him (Christ).
4. If Paul had been on Peter or the other

for his or for the he preached, he
certainly would not have & Peter as he
did. :
5. The of stands in contrast to the of
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Galatians: Guarding the Gospel of Grace
Lesson #6 Paul’s Independence and the Truth of his Gospel (Galatians 2:11-2 1)

False teachers were questioning the genuineness of Paul’s apostleship as
well as the truth of the gospel he preached. The text covered in this lesson
proves that Paul was in no way dependent on the Jerusalem apostles for his
authority, and that his doctrine of justification by faith was true, being exactly
what Peter and the other apostles also preached.

Some time after the conference in Acts 15 (see lesson #5), Peter came to
Antioch. At first, he had full fellowship with the Gentile converts, even eating
with them. This would have included foods that Mosaic Law classed as unclean.
Peter knew Moses’ Law was no longer in force, and that he should not think of
Gentiles or their food as unclean (see Acts 10:9-48, esp. vv. 34-35). However,
when some Jewish brethren came from Jerusalem, he gradually scaled back his
fellowship with the Gentiles, eventually withdrawing from them completely
(Galatians 2:11, 12). Though the text says the men from Jerusalem came “from
James” (v. 11), it is doubtful that James approved of their behavior toward
Gentile Christians, given his words in Acts 15:13-21.

Peter certainly knew better than this, but he feared “those who were of
the circumcision” (v. 12, i.e. Jewish Christians who thought keeping the Law of
Moses was necessary, especially circumcision). By acting as though he shared
their incorrect view, Peter became a hypocrite. His bad example tragically
influenced other Jewish brethren in Antioch to do the same (v. 13). Even
Barnabas, Paul’s faithful co-worker who had evangelized Gentiles and defended
their liberty in Christ there at Antioch and at the Jerusalem conference, became
caught up in this fiasco!

If Paul had been dependent on Peter or the other Jerusalem apostles for
his authority or for the gospel he preached, he certainly would not have with-
stood and corrected Peter as he did in verse 11. Paul may have been alone in
standing for the truth on this occasion, but by God’s grace he was more than
equal to the task! This was not a personal issue to be handled privately, as Jesus
taught in Matthew 18:15-17. Peter and many others were not being straight-
forward about the truth of the gospel. Since the whole congregation knew and
was being adversely affected by this situation, Paul had to deal with it publicly
(compare 1 Timothy 5:20).

Truth is always consistent with itself. Peter’s conduct, on the other hand
was not only hypocritical, but inconsistent. Though ethnically a J ew, and having
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